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Summary of L egidation: Thisbill requires the Department of Transportation (INDOT) to erect atraffic
control signal in the school zone on the state highway on which a high school islocated if: (1) the school
corporation that maintains the high school; (2) the law enforcement agency with jurisdiction over the high
school; and (3) the executive of aunit of local government that contains the high school; jointly petition the
Department for erection of thetraffic control signal. It requiresthe school corporationto pay 50% of thetotal
cost of erecting the traffic control signal. The bill allows a school corporation to use capital project fund
money to pay the school corporation’s share of the cost.

Effective Date: July 1, 2002.

Explanation of State Expenditures: The Department of Education reportsthat, as of the 2000-2001 school
year, there were 1,960 public schools in the state. A search of school addresses reveals that there is a
minimum of 74 schools located on a state highway. Of these, 37 are high schools. (Because of data
limitations, the actual number of schools located on state highways could be significantly greater.) The
INDOT estimates that the cost to erect a new traffic signal (stop light) is about $35,000. The bill provides
that theINDOT isresponsiblefor half of the cost, and the school district isresponsiblefor theother half. The
fund affected is the State Highway Fund. The specific fiscal impact will depend upon local actions.

[If al 37 high schools known to belocated on a state highway wereto request that astoplight be erected, the
total cost would be $1,295,000. The exposure to the state, through INDOT, for these schools would be
$647,500.] Because of the data limitations, the exposure to the state actually could be much greater.

Explanation of State Revenues:

Explanation of L ocal Expenditures. Thebill providesthat the INDOT isresponsible for half of the cost
of anew traffic signal, and the school district isresponsiblefor the other half. The specific impact to school
corporations will depend upon local actions.
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Explanation of L ocal Revenues:

State Agencies Affected: Department of Transportation.

L ocal Agencies Affected: School districts which request a stoplight to be erected at a school located on a
state highway.

Information Sources: INDOT estimates; Department of Education.
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